Hi Friend!  I hope you are enjoying the beginnings of Fall.  I know I sure am!  It is so good to feel some cooler weather, and see some of the leaves on the trees beginning to change.  I so missed the changing of seasons while in Ethiopia.  Though I miss living in Ethiopia and am excited to head back there in January, I am really enjoying time in the states.

The last two months have been full of lots of traveling! I have been to Virginia, New York state, Indiana, Illinois, back to Kansas, and even into Colorado and Nebraska. I’ve been taking some time to spend with friends, family, and supporters.  And let me tell you it has been so good, and such a joy to reconnect with people.  In Colorado, on top of spending time with friends and family, I was able to take some time to refresh and debrief with some other furloughing missionaries at Mission Training International (MTI).  It was a good and needed time to process through some of the more challenging situations that I faced while I was in Ethiopia.  I praise the Lord that I got to do that in such a beautiful setting and in the company of others who were experiencing similar feelings.  Also during my travels, I was able to spend a week at the CMF office planning what all needs to be done before I can head back. It looks as though I have some financial support to raise before I can head back to the field.  Please join me in praying that the Lord would provide for those financial needs before January.  I trust that He is able!   Also, in order to obtain a work permit in Ethiopia, I need to have my diploma and transcripts authenticated, which can be a very long, drawn out process.  Pray with me that the people dealing with my documents would feel a sense of urgency to authenticate them and pass them on to the next place.  Pray that I could have these documents in my hands before I travel back to Ethiopia.   

As I mentioned in my last update, my teammates who are still in Ethiopia are working on getting their work permits.  They are toward what we hope is the end of the process in order to obtain these.  Pray for favor in the eyes of those in authority and that my teammates would receive these permits soon.  

The Rest of my Furlough Schedule:
Mid-September through Mid-November—In Kansas City visiting friends and supporters
November 14th through the 20th—In South Carolina and GA to visit friends and go to the National Missionary Convention
November 20th through January 17th—In Hutchinson with family and visiting supporters
January 17th Fly to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia!
 
Blessings to you, and thank you for your prayers!  I am as thankful for them now as when I am in Ethiopia.

In Christ,
Jess      
